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Panel
- backs
~work
force
housmg

Nonprof 1 plans
aﬁbrdable unifs

By Gharlie Chapple
St. Tammany bureau

A nonprofit organization is

i)roposmg to build a new neigh-
borhood of *affordable work
force housing” on 15 acres at the

boundary of northern Goving-
ton. '

|
F

Renaissance Developmen’c
- Corp,, a shbsidiary of the New
Orleans chapter of Volunteers of
Amerie, is planning the subdi:
vision of 85 sinple-family Homes
and 94 rentalmﬂ%s on wooded

; il
. would provide needed afforda-

. ble housing for “people essential

to the economy of St Tammany

- Parish,” such as firefighters,

teachers, clerieal workers and
1aw enforcement officers, ac-
cording to Victor Smeltz, exec-

. utive divector of Renaxssance

Development.,
~ Smeltz told the parlsh Zonmg
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the new neighborhood because

it is within walldng distance of
downtown Covington, schools,

the post office and stores.

homes Would be in

and community center,

Monthly rents would range k

from $588 to $700 for one-bed-
room units; $706 to 3801 for
two-bedroom units, and $816 to

. two triplexes, 13 four- plekes and"' -
3 eight-plexes around a palk

Sheila Page, a 1e81dent of

nearby West 29th Avenue,

-agreed,
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{ Residents voice ‘ﬂo'()djng Concems ‘

k “Eivery time it vains, you can’t
see the gtreet for the Water 2

Keith Villere, consultant for the

_project, said homes near Mile
. b

Dbeen worling to improve.
- “This project can be a won-

derful addition for this neigh-

bmhood,” she said. “Thisisa ’
shot in the arm for this nelgh—
b01hood Y -

cohapple@timesplcayune gom or.
98p.808.4828.




